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Site Latitude: N51.90546 Height ASL Meters: 328m 

Site Longitute: W002.992672 Height ASL Feet: 1075ft 

Wind Direction: NE - ESE Height Top to Bottom 
Meters: 

220m 

Best Direction: ENE Height Top to Bottom 
Feet: 

730ft 

Minimum BHPA 
Rating Hang Gliding: 

BHPA CP rating Members Status: Members Only 

Minimum BHPA 
Rating Paragliding: 

BHPA CP rating OS Grid Reference and 
Prefix: 

SO 318 234 

 

Parking 1 Official Field Parking 3 Standby Field 

Latitude: N51.899276 Latitude: N51.897683 

Longitude: W002.989146 Longitude: W002.990757 

Parking 2 Landing Field Parking 4 Pandy Inn Car Park 

Latitude: N51.902731 Latitude: N51.897505 

Longitude: W002.970666 Longitude: W002.967648 

 

Road Access: 
From the A465 on minor roads. Please observe the Club’s one way traffic system whenever possible (drawn on map). Larger 
vehicles may have to use the up road in both directions. 
 
This is an extremely sensitive site; drive slowly and with consideration for local residents. 

 

Parking: 
The parking situation is extremely sensitive at this site. There is an alternative field parking system in place. The farmer will 
control what field is to be used. Use the field with the Green SEWHGPGC sign fitted (see page 10). Do not park in the field 
with the Red SEWHGPGC sign fitted. 
 
If the field is wet and muddy and you feel your vehicle could get stuck or you could cause damage to the field, do not enter 
the field. Either shuttle gliders up in a vehicle and park at the Pandy Inn or park at the Pandy Inn and walk up. Please ring 
ahead and check with the Pandy Inn Landlord to confirm this is OK. Pandy Inn number 01873 890208. 
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Parking Cont: 
After you call, post your response for others to see on the Telegram group - "SEW Sites Reports". This will avoid the landlord 
receiving multiple phone calls asking the same question. 
 
If the landlord agrees we can use the pub car park for the day, it would be a nice idea if pilots could visit the pub after flying 
to show we appreciate the gesture. 
 
The field parking agreement is a condition of continued access for the club with the Brecon Beacons National Park.  
 
Do not park on verges. 

 

Take-off: 
Bottom take-off (A) is a moderate carry from the car park. Get ready away from the small take-off area and do not block 
paths. Take-off can be turbulent in strong winds and it is easier to take off on the top take off when it is strong due to shape 
of the topography (B). 

 

Landing: 
Top landing can be tricky and should be treated with caution. Hang gliders should not attempt to top land whilst flying at 
min sink. The safest and most predictable top landing area (C) is well back on the shoulder, behind the track. Landing by the 
trig point is not recommended due to severe rotor. Hang gliders are advised not to attempt to land back on the lower take-
off as the air can be very unpredictable. The main bottom landing field (D) can be identified by a barn in the corner by the 
gate. Retrieve vehicles may be parked in the field next to the gate, but don’t drive beyond the barn. Don’t park on the road. 
If the main field is occupied by livestock use the next field to the South (E), but beware of the trees in the SW corner. 

 

Top Landing General: 
South East Wales sites often have very large, undefined take off and top landing areas, which may change position 
according to conditions. To avoid the potential for collision, pilots making a top landing should keep well away from gliders 
taking off, who may in some cases have limited visibility. 

 

Flying: 
A scenic site with a ridge of around 10 Km (6 miles). In the right conditions it is possible to jump the gap (“the Cat’s Back”) at 
the end of the ridge and fly on to Hay Bluff. Beware, the site can be turbulent in strong winds, particularly when it’s off to 
the North. 
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Hazards: 
Rotor can be severe in strong winds. Beware of rotor behind the large tree to the North of the lower take-off. Paragliders 
should not allow themselves to drop much below the lower ridge due to the turbulence caused by the trees not far below. 
 
Do not get caught behind the Cat’s Back in strong winds due to turbulence. 

 

Other Rules: 
Maximum of 2 competitions per year. Brecon Beacons National Park must be notified of all competitions via the club 
committee. 
 
Club Pilots with less than 10 hours, or a red ribbon, must fly under the supervision of an experienced pilot or Club Coach. 
Pilots can choose to keep their ribbon beyond 10 hours if they are not confident, so they are ideal candidates for coaching. 
 
Do not pass gliders over hedges, walls or fences. Always use gates and close them after use. Do not drive through other 
gates or park on the common.  
 
Do not drive on the Common or take off from the Cat’s Back. 
 
The site is closed between 1st – 21st May to allow stock to be settled on the hillside. 

 

Site Status: 
SEW Members Only Site. You must have in date membership subscription to SEWHGPGC. SEW helmet sticker to be stuck on 
your helmet at all times. 

 

Site Owners: 
Brecon Beacons National Park. 

 

Site XC Potential: 
Great site for XC, whether it be running up the ridge hand railing Offa's Dyke trail towards the Cat's Back crossing or getting 
high and jumping back along the east ridges back towards Abergavenny and so on. 
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Mapping / Imagery: 
All rights belong to Google Inc. SEWHGPGC is a nonprofit making organisation. 
 

 

General notes: 
If you require further advice about a particular SEWHGPGC site please contact a Club Coach. Please report all accidents to 
The Club Safety & Training Officer Steve Millson and the BHPA. Please visit the BHPA for the most current Incident Report 
Form. 
 
This document is a guide only. 
 
We advise that anyone Hang Gliding and Paragliding conduct a dynamic risk assessment prior to flying any site. This 
should be continuously re-assessed due to the changeable conditions of the outdoor environment. 
 
All individuals are advised to take the following into account when making their dynamic risk assessment: 
Paragliding and Hang Gliding are dangerous sports that can cause serious injury including bodily harm, paralysis and death. 
Flying SEW sites is undertaken with the full knowledge that Paragliding and Hang Gliding involves such risks. As the pilot you 
take exclusive responsibility for all risks associated with your part taking in the sport. 
Any liability claims towards the club are excluded. 
 
If you are not sure. DO NOT FLY. 

 

Who to Call in an Emergency in the UK: 
In the Mountains/Rivers/Lakes 
Dial 999/112 and ask for the Police and then Mountain Rescue. 
 
If you are away from the road side then dial 999/112 and ask for the Police and then Mountain Rescue explaining your 
circumstances. 
 
If you cannot make voice calls, you can now contact the 999 Emergency Services by SMS. NB you must register this prior to 
an emergency. 
 
In an emergency 999 need to know: 
 
Who is Calling? 
Your name and mobile number. 
 
What?  
Briefly, what is the problem, including the state of the casualty. Ensure you use the buzzword Fall From Height  
and Remote Location.  
Where? (see page 3 for location details) Description below: 
Pandy ridge on Offa's Dyke trail East side of The Black Mountains (Brecon Beacons National Park) near Pandy town on the 
A465. 
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Access on Foot: 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Gate 

Gate 

Access on Foot 
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Access by Vehicle: 

 
 

Access by Vehicle 
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XC Potential: 

 
 

Pandy Ridge Run 

Cat’s Back 

Hay Bluff 

Pandy Take Off 
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Parking Signs: 

 

 

Due to crops being damaged at Pandy parking field early 2016, the committee has put a control measure in place for the farmer to control access to the fields he 
wants members to park in. Please see the above signs that will be in place. You will see them on the access gates to the fields. There should be no excuses for parking 
in the wrong field. 

The farmer will switch signs between the bottom and top field to control access with regards to protecting crops/livestock. 


